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Fﬁ FEIi’— H% %’3& Taiwan & Mainland Vocabulary

People in Taiwan and mainland China speak the same Mandarin, but many everyday words are
different. This handout covers 105 word pairs, from the Ministry of Education's cross-strait word
list and from everyday life, grouped by topic.

Taiwan ~What you will hear and see in Taiwan

Mainland ~What you will meet in mainland media, apps and books

N

! Bothsidessayit | the word is shared, only the extras differ

Learn the Taiwan word first. Treat the mainland word as something you need to understand when
you meet it.

Part1

Food & Drink

Menus and markets are where you will first notice the two vocabularies drifting apart.

> N
7%&: /XL%_ @ 7777777777777777 i
hanbio — hanbiobio burger ! Both sides say it |
) XE EER
A N N
)7,}()%)% 77](7%5(& ice cream. pinggilin 1S also written on
bingqilin ™ bingjiling . % ‘K’:’E::’)ME ,,,,,,,,,,,, .
P P the mainland.! Bothsidessay it !
ENEINEI 1N =1 1 L= NP ’
N=W-1 N . .
7 el 2 /‘j J/ /\j ¥ spoon. In Taiwan, tngshio is a soup
tangchi — tangshdo shédozi L
®) R B4 (xER ladle.
S Jly4 N
/&\ #_L éj:_\-ll: / //I\ 'f$ salad. shali is the Hong Kong
N :J\/
shala = sla shalii R N ‘
% won) (¥EE spelling. | Both sides say it ;
/\% %EA% %’% oolong tea. q;—g;gé is the name of the
wiléngcha - gingcha RoR
=S =@ tea category.
K 8 KE
mifén > mifeén mimian rice noodles ! Both sides say 1t
oG] LG KEE
H® BE
xidoye > yeéxido late-night snack
Z{EF (B[R
— JNL - .
& ﬁ%% e / )*—3"— / L 25% potato. In Taiwan, spoken tidsu
malingshu — tiudou yangyu shanyaodan =
o4 P P LB means peanut.
%% E 211‘?15 e %Zﬁ tomato. fanqi¢ is also common on the
-
fanqié > xihéngshi fanqié . Fin
P 74T P mainland.
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R

qiyiguo

SRR
T

liuding
FiER

3 I\
digua
FiER
ALREE

héngluébo

B a¥ b
AR
huayécai
ESGIE
FHR
ginghuacai
EG]E
EE
biandang
&
ik i
paomian
(@) aE
BB FL

youlaoru

BRI
S

waidai

s
FETR

jiézhang
sg
P
weéiya
s
R

guiyd

e

Taiwan & Mainland Vocabulary

%
boluéd
BrAEk
mihéutio

TR b
s

chéngzi
BB

ITE

héngshu

irZ
HE b

htluébo

R
X%

caihua
ZEE
=1

xilanhua

i) pid
&R

héfan
2R
K& @

fangbianmian

TR

2304

suannai
KiER

iz

waimai

s
L

maidan
BE
SHE

jingiangya
SR
=X&
sanwényu

;:_X/@\

pineapple

kiwi

orange

sweet potato

carrot

cauliflower

broccoli

boxed meal

instant noodles

yogurt drink

takeout. On the mainland, waimai also
Sh&
covers home delivery. Taiwan says

waisong for delivery.

SR
pay the bill. Taiwan also says maidan
RE
these days.
tuna
salmon

www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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JE—
REX
gaolicai

e
EICTIES

2AN-v)\\

xiaohuanggua

) NN

#2 7]
qisi

EER
SHEH
yangyupian
FiER
RBE
stushi

FiER

4L

luoli
e

23

yingtao

12k

Part 2

HBWEX BE

juanxincai baocai

BOE  (#68E
=\

huanggua

%1
z+ BBk

zhishi nailao
ZEE ZERE

2R

shupian

KiER

IR

kuaican

KiER

4 5hE

nituyoéuguo

KiER

FEF EBk
chélizi yingtao

HET Bk

Everyday Life & Transport

Things you buy, carry, use and ride. Many of these appear on signs and in shops.

HEE
jichéngche

B HREE
EILE

motudché

%
W

jiche
H
AR
gongchi
FiER
g
i
&R

weishéngzhi

DAL

Taiwan & Mainland Vocabulary

HAEE WA
chuztché chuztqicheé

HfRE HARSE
BE | Bt

moétuoché motud

EitE  (zEm
BitE Bi

moétudché motuo
EE (56
7\K

mi

ZEE

B kB
mai yingli

B (zEF
il 4%,

cezhi

B

VA =
dishi
EHE

cabbage

cucumber

cheese

potato chips

fast food

avocado

cherry. chelizi usually means large
HET

imported cherries.

taxi. dishi is used in Hong Kong and
Sl
Guangdong.

motorcycle. Mainland speakers often

scooter, motorbike. On the mainland,

jiche means a railway locomotive.

e

meter

mile. yingi is common in Taiwan too.
-
=B

toilet paper. weishengzni is also used on
A

www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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R¥E
yuanzibi

RTE
FEH
shoudiantong
E
B b
riguangdéng
B AT
£33

taozhuang

£
B

chéngyl
ESGIE
xueérén
EG]E
jiéyun
#i5
N
gongché
B AF

fon B =
jiaotache
s
R
léngqi

%s
BN
xifajing
s
AABEL
muyurii
e
BB
sujidodai
R
A 73 5

bianli shangdian
i

P

E

zhéipéi
FigR

Taiwan & Mainland Vocabulary

RlZRE

BE S FB S BEEL

dianténg shoudian dianbangr
B (%) TE (%) AR
A=

HIAKT

yingguangdéng

B K1
=R

taoft

ZEE
FAR
chéngfu
ZEE
FEX
xuéludhan
ER%
Hogk

ditié

Mo

ARE  ARAE
gongjiaoché gonggong qiché
AZE N
BAT

zixingché

BiTE
2
kongtido
223
He&RIK
xifashui
T
KRB
muyult
ESHIE

suliaodai
ZEE
&R JE
bianlidian
ZEE
PR
kuaidi

ballpoint pen

flashlight

fluorescent light. Both words are used

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, N

on both sides. | Both sides say it |

;

matching suit for work (jacket with

skirt or trousers)

ready-to-wear clothing

snowman. Most mainland speakers

also say xuérén.
EA

metro

city bus

bicycle

air conditioner

shampoo

body wash

plastic bag

convenience store

parcel delivery. Taiwan also says

kuaidi «

hh 3
R IR

www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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HFE

xishoéujian

BT 18] .

A E
huazhuangshi
L=
R
yingyin
EG]E
EE
sdiché

2%
W
yéulanché

HIFR

baoteping
e
PR NE
xiyijing

FKiER
MEH
likébai

FKiER
AR

wangka

Y v

Part 3

DA
weishéngjian

e

B E
fuyin
HER
s

duché

s
IRIEARE,

liy6u daba

BRAEA B
BRHR

suliaoping
HKiER

xiylye
KiER

BIER

xitzhengye
KiER

R PE

wangba

fEre

Society, Work & School

Jobs, schools and social life.

N
gudxiao

/A
#RE

yo6uchai

H =
TR

baoquan
EGIE

Taiwan & Mainland Vocabulary

N
xiaoxué

INEE
BRI D1 4R35

yéudiyuan téudiyuan

RIE B BB
r& RER

bao'an bao'anyuan

EEH R&ZE

restroom. huazhuangshi is a polite sign
Ak =E

in Taiwan's public places.

photocopy

traffic jam

tour bus

plastic bottle

laundry detergent

correction fluid

internet café

elementary school. Next come

guozhong and gaozhong in Taiwan,
+ &

chiizhong and gaozhong on the mainland.
ks =

mail carrier

security guard

www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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i

&
jingwei

®1
Vih-§

jitthui e
(@) B

KB

daigou -
R34

A2

waiyu
FiER

oK

xinshui

ZiEE
S
jianbdo

fEE
8 BT
buxiban
Ik
BE

zhuan'an

@) +%

Part 4

=
EIDR
jingweiyuan
THER
RER

léngcanhui
wHEE
RE
daicha

KiER

WEIME HEINE
hinwaiqing  hunwailian
oG] WEHMR
T%

gongzi

T#
S

yibao

BE
ANBE3E)IPE
buxiban péixunban
WE sE3I9E
Y=

xiangmu

HE

Tech, Numbers & Ideas

Computers, phones and the words you meet in the news and at work.

7K2

shuizhtuin

| K
i

daodi

e

K S

jildi

ok
BRIk
tonghuo péngzhang
BRI
e

yingti

BEAR

Taiwan & Mainland Vocabulary

K

shuiping
EBIG

M8

didao
ZfEE

R RRE e LR
gailil hudranlii jihuilit

s

ZfEE ZfEE
K
tongzhang

B
By

yingjian
EBIG

guard. On the mainland, jingweiyuan
TR
can also mean a bodyguard.

1
1
’

generation gap

affair (outside marriage)

salary. Taiwan also says xinz -

eIy

health insurance

cram school, tutoring centre. On the

mainland, buxiban is also used.

HE

project

level, standard. In Taiwan, shuiping
K

means "horizontal."

authentic. In Taiwan, didaio means an
H3E

underground passage.

probability, chance

inflation. Taiwan media shorten it to

tongpéng .

B

hardware

www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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L%

ruanti

K1k
A BE

wanglu

RS
=g}

huéshu

ZiE[RF

B2

yingmu

e
M5 R

suishéndié

i E=23
=5

bidian
£
i &R
jianxun

5] falif
&
zixun
PR
Y
chéngshi
e
¥
yingpian
EGIE
TEEX
yushe
ik
fRIRR 28

sifuqi

FiER

o
pinzhi
B
ERUTFH
zhihuixing shouji

BERBEFN

Taiwan & Mainland Vocabulary

LXE
ruanjian
Lt
R £

wangluo

1B
BAw
shubiao
S

pingmu

HiEE

U#

U pan

U #
EILA BN

bijibén dianndo
FERAER
EE
duanxin

ZEE

TR
xinxi

ZEE

B
chéngxu

ZiEE

IR

shipin

A
ERIA

moreén

AR5 28
fawugqi
AR5 %
&

zhiliang

HE
FREFAL

zhinéng shouji

%20 T

software

network, internet

computer mouse

screen

USB drive

laptop

text message

information

program

video

default setting

server

quality

smartphone

www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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BALAR
shuwei xiangji
BAABAL
ERSEAR
buluogé

EGE

L7

kuanpin
() %M
5| Ep
lieyin
e
FO R A%
yinbiaoji
V&AM
B

yingdié
e
G
jlyiti

/) el
JeBR
guangdié
EGE
ES
dang'an
(%) HE
BRR
ziliaojia
AT

huanhéang
BT
ATEER

réngong zhihui

ZiERE

LINE

Part 5

Body & Sensitive Topics

Feed Aa
shuma xiangji

BB AR MY
x4

boke

FEE
B
kuandai
'
FTEQ
dayin

ESElG
FTERAL
dayinji
FTEPHY
A

yingpan

g
N=

neéicun
N
K&
guangpan

CEY"
X4

wénjian
EEG
DL S
wénjianjia
SR
EE=

huiché

%) %
AILERE

réngdng zhinéng
EBIG
ﬁ& =
=
Weixin
EBIG

digital camera

blog

broadband

print

printer

hard drive

memory (RAM)

CD, disc

computer file

folder

Enter key, new line

artificial intelligence (AI)

chat app. Taiwan mostly uses LINE

and the mainland uses WeChat.

Choose the register to match the setting. Medical and formal settings call for the politer wording.

Taiwan & Mainland Vocabulary
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KE
dabian
R
/IME
xidobian
ZfE[E]
B Ra
duotai

Hh

Part6

j(ﬁ@ / ﬁ@j{% to poop, bowel movement. dijic is

dajis i dashéu ' PN
e g more polite.
g

IR R RRNF . .

. to pee. xiaojic is more polite.
xidojié X1a0y1 jié xiaoshou /J\ﬁg
) 2 SE
j: TE;L:‘ J/ /\I\;}Itb)-i / A‘;;’;’f, abortion. réngéngli;:ichén is the formal
datai réngong litchdn  rénlit ol ALRE
Z&H ALKE (288 medical term.

Same Word, Different Meaning

These words exist on both sides but mean different things. They cause the most misunderstandings.

WE

jicheé

ES

E =
=
zhiliang

5B

B

téngzhi
EGIE

B &

jitdian
EEH

R JE

fandian

() WRiE

Taiwan & Mainland Vocabulary

Taiwan A lover or romantic partner, often outside marriage. Not a word to use for

your spouse.

Mainland Spouse: a husband or wife. A perfectly normal word there.

Taiwan Spoken Mandarin for peanut, borrowed from Taiwanese Hokkien.

Mainland Potato.

Taiwan Motorbike or scooter. As slang, annoying or fussy.

Mainland Railway locomotive.

Taiwan Mostly the physics term "mass."

Mainland Quality, as well as physics "mass."

Taiwan A gay person, or LGBTQ people more broadly.

Mainland Traditionally "comrade." Younger people also use it for gay people.

Taiwan A hostess club or bar. Hotels are usually called fandian OF Iiguan.

ERIE  HKkEE

Mainland A hotel. A perfectly normal word.

Taiwan A hotel.

Mainland A restaurant. Big hotels also use fndian in their names.

11 www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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xiaojié
ESlE

AN

woxin

Bk

gaokao
ESElE

A

yanjitusuo
ZEF

~
e
jiantao

i

2 o)
=X iva
danwei

(/) #AL

Taiwan & Mainland Vocabulary

Taiwan A polite way to address a young woman, as in "Miss." Fine for calling a

waitress.

Mainland Often avoided when calling a waitress, because it can suggest a sex worker.

People say fuwiyuan OF meinii instead.
REE  EX
Taiwan Heartwarming; something that makes you feel touched and cared for.

Mainland Frustrated and upset, feeling wronged but unable to say so.

Taiwan The national civil service exam.

Mainland The national university entrance exam.

Taiwan Graduate school, as in duyanjinsus (to do a master's degree).

B e

Mainland A research institute. Graduate school is yanjiashengyuan, and people say duyan -
WA R |

Taiwan 10 review what went wrong and how to improve. Common in meetings and

at school.

Mainland Often means a formal self-criticism, which sounds much heavier.

Taiwan A unit, or a department or office in an organization.

Mainland  Also your workplace or employer, as in nizainsgedanweigongzuo 7

PRTE B B AL T A

12 www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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Part7

Pronunciation Differences

The characters are the same, but Taiwan and the mainland read them differently. These are some of the words you

will hear most often.

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

S2187 4
lese
EKiEFE
S
han
ZiEE
EHR

xingqi
EGIE

At
qidai
FigR

TRE

toufa
k&
¥
qgiye

() 4

ek
wéixian
s
€S
wéixiao
e[
i
yanjiu
EEG
L]
yiti
Stk
i
pinzhi
By
PN
Fagud

() AH

Taiwan & Mainland Vocabulary

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Wik

1aji
EiEE

S

hé
EiE[E

21

xingql
EiERE

qidai
KiE[E

téufa

(%) HE

ol
qiye

¥
fake

weéixian

el
e

weéixiao

EiE[E

C
yanjia
EEG

itk

et
&R

pinzhi
BE
RE
Fagud

SEE

13

trash, garbage

"and" in spoken Mandarin, as in nihanws .

Taiwan also says hé.

week

to look forward to

hair

business, company

dangerous

to smile

research

liquid

quality

France

fRAn %

www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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2EM
Yazhou

T
YR

Taiwan  zhinshi

ot
B

Taiwan

Taiwan pf,lgu ang
FigR
Taiwan X 5
yongbao

ki
e
Taiwan - gigdao
%A
o)

zonghé

B BZEe

a4
guaniu

[FES
Bz

faxiao
b4z

rénshi

&) AR

RE

xitxi

EiE[RE

yAIES

Taiwan zhishi

Sibal
s

kéxi
@R

T8

Taiwan daji

T
5%

Taiwan xiyang

4 B

Taiwan & Mainland Vocabulary

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

M
Yazhou
5
5y
zanshi

s
Bt

baoguang
ZiEE

iiiKid

yongbao

B
736

diédao
FiER
4= A
PN == |
zonghé

#e
LR

woniua

WA
p-y%3

fajiao
g%
AR
rénshi

BRI

wE
xituxi
KfEE
RIIR
zhishi

pSIE ]
T

kéxi
ZERE

e

g
4 [

xiyang

4

14

Asia

temporarily

exposure; to be exposed

to hug

to fall down

comprehensive, mixed

snail

to ferment

to know, to meet

to rest

knowledge

what a pity

to strike; a blow

setting sun

www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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Ei%

guangbo
18
vz
R
taran
@R
IR
xuedao
ZfEE

AL

wenluan

Exl
2

Taiwan Cé.nyf,l

55
Z 8

bangwan
FigR

AR

fanchuan
EiEE
=)
&
zhijia
ESHIE
LA B
e
congrong

ME
ARAR

shishu
@R

BT

touzi
ZfEE

ES
dang'an

HE
4 E

qita
g E
X%

chabuduo
ZfEE

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan

Taiwan & Mainland Vocabulary

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

Mainland

[ 1%

guangho

(%] E#E

taran
ZEFE
NIE
xuédao
LEE
il

weénluan

il
55

canyu

1Bk

bangwan
FigRE

WA

fanchuan
EEE
=]
HH
zhijia
LEE
ME

congrong

s
AR

shashu
ZiER

(h

shaizi
LEE

M
dang'an

S
R

qita
&

EXR%
chabuduo

KiE[E

15

broadcast, radio

suddenly

acupuncture point

disorder, chaos

to take part

dusk, early evening

sailboat

fingernail

calm, unhurried

uncle

dice

file

to attempt; intention

about the same, almost

www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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3 KEXS

Taiwan zhaji Mainland zhaji fried chicken
et Yesk
Taiwan méigui Mainland méigui rose
ZfE[E] !
M HE
Taiwan xijtin Mainland xijiin bacteria
W B
Taiwan jiake Mainland jiake jacket
F3E H3E
I
HE L5
Taiwan jiéshi Mainland jieshi sturdy, solid

s HE
IR B IR

Taiwan hénji Mainland hénji trace, mark

R SRR

Erhua and neutral tone. Taiwan readings here follow the Ministry of Education dictionary. In some pairs

the only difference is a neutral tone on the mainland, as in xuxi and renshi . Northern mainland speech
AN %’lz,t?%‘
adds an r-sound to many nouns (like wanr ) and uses more neutral tones (like dongxi). Taiwan Mandarin
5
uses both less, so words sound a little more even: xinuan and pizoliang are often said with full tones in
ER R

Taiwan.

Taiwan & Mainland Vocabulary 16 www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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