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The Usage of 1 le

Three kinds of T, when to use them, and when not to

7, I, e

Verb-suffix Sentence particle Set structure

action complete new situation excessiveness

Written by Tiffany Huang - www.tiffanysmandarin.com

On this worksheet

HOW TO USE THIS WORKSHEET

Try every “Your turn” on your own before checking the Answers at the end.
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Each example shows Traditional Chinese first, with Simplified Chinese below in grey when the characters differ.
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PART 01

T, Verb-suffix 7: action complete

Here comes the tricky part. Does “action complete” mean past tense?

The answer is NO! Take “I didn't do it.” It is in the past tense, but no action was completed, so Chinese uses
no 7 le at all: F2M wd méi zuo. And T, can also be used for the future: it marks that one action will be done
before the next one starts. So please do not think of 7 as the past tense.

HIR N 73R > AL RFRAR o

IR TR, FBLEILIR,

Mingtian xiale ké, wo jiu qu zh&o ni.

After class tomorrow, I'll come and find you.

This is the future, but 7 still works: “finishing class” is completed before “coming to find you”.

Basic structure

fthiz 1 i Pl &

fthiz 11 T 1t

Ta chile fan. W6 shuile jiao.

He had a meal. | slept.

It emphasizes that the action “eat” has been finished. It also emphasizes that | am awake now. The sleeping is
finished.

TIP

A short sentence with only V + T + object (like ftlz 7 &R ta chile fan) can sound unfinished to native speakers, as
if something else is coming. It sounds complete when you add a number (FEE 7 —& wo shuile yi jiao), a time, or
the next action (fifz T ERFLE T ta chile fan jit zou le).

YOUR TURN - | took a shower.

®

Related structure 1

S+V+ 7T + Number + Measure Word + O

fthVERNZ 1 At Al g ¥ bk
fIERAZ T PR W9 héle wii béi shui.

Ta zudtian chile lidng wan fan. | drank five glasses of water.
He ate two bowls of rice yesterday.
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YOUR TURN - | read three books.

®

Related structure 2

S+V+ 7T +Time spent + (9 de + 0)

fHWER M B o W e s s A B A fERA 55 IMACATE ¥ L4

fFER R B T Sk AR Ta gén ta nanpéngydu jiaowangle gi nian.
Ta zuétian wanshang kanle lidang ge zhongtéu de He was in a relationship with his boyfriend for seven
dianshi. years.

He watched two hours of TV last night.

®

YOUR TURN - | spent three hours reading a book this morning.
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1, Sentence particle 1 : a new situation

7 2 sits at the end of the sentence. It tells you something has changed: it wasn't like this before, but now it is.

Basic structure

S+V/Adj+(0)+7T

iz v
izl 7
Ta chifan le.

He has eaten.

The situation has changed: he hadn't eaten before, but now
he has.

SHYANZ T
FHXWAZ T
Xué Zhdongweén de rén dud le.

More people are learning Mandarin now.

Not many people learned Mandarin before, but now that
has changed.

®

YOUR TURN - | can speak Chinese now!

T HAERTRME - B 1

T HAERTRME, PAEE T

Wang xiansheng wt nian gian hén pang, xianzai
shou le.

Mr. Wang was fat five years ago, but now he's thin.

“Thin” is the new state. He wasn't thin, but now he is.

HRPEHE 1
RVUHR B
Dongxi dou gui le.

Everything has become expensive.

Things weren't this expensive before.

YOUR TURN - | get it now. (I didn't understand it before.)

®

Related structure 1 - The situation will change soon

R kuai / HRE kuaiyao / AE jilyao /| Eyao+V/Adj... T

fth iy H A2 1
Ta de shéngri kuai dao le.
His birthday is coming soon.

it By
fhZERE L

Ta yao shuijiao le.

He is going to sleep soon.

Tiffany Huang + www.tiffanysmandarin.com

N
Tian kuai héi le.
It's almost dark.

ME RIS 1
SRS T

Xia ge xingqi jiu yao kaoshi le.
We have an exam next week.
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WATCH OUT

kuai or RE kuaiyao.
x BARMEERAT — vV IHRMEZR T

®

YOUR TURN - | am going to take a bath soon.

©2022 OneDotDot Chinese. All Rights Reserved.

When you name a specific time (BAX mingtian, TEZHA xia ge xingqi, =&4 san dian), use FLZ jiuyao, not #

YOUR TURN - It's going to rain soon.

Q)

Related structure 2 - Not anymore

(B&yijing) + Fbu+V+7T |/ (B

4% yijing) + 3

2(H) méi(you) +N+ 7

fth AEAZIR Y
EEREIRT
Ta yijing ba ai ni le.

He doesn't love you anymore.

HOERE T
KOG T
W39 yijing méi gian le.

| don't have any money anymore.

FEEAEH Y
KOG T
W0 yijing bu xué Zhongwén le.

| don't study Chinese anymore.

YOUR TURN - My father doesn't eat meat anymore.

YOUR TURN - | don't have time anymore.

®

Related structure 3 - Stop doing some

B bié+V(0)+ 7T

.
AR T !
Bié ki le!

Don't cry!

YOUR TURN - Stop using your cellphone.

thing

Blg 1 !
g 1!

Bié he le!
Stop drinking!

Tiffany Huang + www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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Let's compare these two |

RrR T xiayite vs N TR xiale yi

3 2 (New situation)
T @ 3 Xid ydle

it wasn't raining, but it's raining now

T 1 (action complete)
T 3 @ Yale ya

it rained

FANZER wo bu chifan vs FAMZER T wo bu chi fan le

No 3.

Cause there's no action be completed
% A< vz, B WO bi chifan

i won't eat! (jt's my decision)

o

fj 9 \
LAl

Tiffany Huang + www.tiffanysmandarin.com

3 2 Inew situation)
I Aoz, Tm 3 Wo bu chifanle
i won't eat anymore!

li was planning to eat, but mow j changed my mind )

A7

—
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VJ_{HZT@@]» Ni chile fan ma VS VJ_\'HZﬁﬁTn% NI cht fan le ma

31 (action complete)
inez, 3 Er°% 7 Ni chile fan ma?
Have you finished eating ?

(Have you complete the action of eating ? )

GOOD TO KNOW

As an everyday greeting, people say /R

PART 04

3 2 (New situaiton)
AMvZ 8 3 9% 7 Ni chifanle ma?

Have you eaten ?

(You are checking the situation has been changed or not)

WZER 7 WE 2 / YRIZ T 2 (NT chi fan le ma? / Ni chile ma?). {RIZ T ERIE ni
chile fan ma sounds less natural as a greeting. If you really want to ask whether someone has finished their meal,
say RIZ5EER THE 2 / VRIZSENR 715 2 NT chiwan fan le ma?

1, Set structure 1': to express excessiveness

Adj+3Esi+7T

Xtai+Adj+7T

Adj+iBji+ T

FIRAERE T !
Wang xiansheng tai pang le!

Mr. Wang is too fat!

AR E iy |
HEMEK T
W3 zhén de [éi ji le!

| am really exhausted.

YOUR TURN - This is too expensive!

@

i/l\\ﬁET '
SR T

Jintian ré si le!

It's so hot today!

YN
Tai hao le!
That's great!

A...T is not always negative. It also expresses strong
positive feelings.

Tiffany Huang + www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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¥, + T ,: progress up to the present

Use both T together to say how much has been done so far, up to now.

S + (B£ yijing) +V+ 7.+ Number + Measure Word + 0 + 7>

fth CLEEE 1 /AT 1
fth 2208 7 AR T
Ta yijing héle liang béi jit le.

He has already drunk two glasses of wine.

®

YOUR TURN - | have already baked three cakes.

HOLST 1 500fE e 7
KEAEF 7500 M XF T
W39 yijing xi€le wubai ge Zhdongwenzi le.

| have written 500 Chinese characters.

YOUR TURN - She has already run 2 km.

®

S+ (B& yijing) +V+ T.+Timespent+ (1 de+0)+ 7>

The object can go either at the end of the sentence or at the beginning, as a topic.

fth CAEE 1 R SEEE R AR 1
e E 7D SRR T
Ta yijing kanle liang ge zhongtéu de dianshi le.

He has been watching TV for two hours already.

EE o R T AE T
X, fthyR T RET
Zhe zht gdu, ta yangle wi nian le.

He has had this dog for five years.

YOUR TURN - She has worked for 12 hours.

@

YOUR TURN - My cat has slept for 8 hours.

What's the difference?
BEHARE T AFE BEHARFEHET REAARETHET
W0 zai Ribén zhule wi nian. W0 zai Ribén zht wt nian le. W0 zai Ribén zhule wi nian le.
g T2 Ti+ 7T
s yr Now 5 YT how 5 YT how /%
S —— > ey
H 7

N
7 7
I lived in Japan for 5 years.
Finished, not ongoing. years. 5 years.
Up to now; no idea about the

I have lived in Japan for 5 I have been living in Japan for

Most likely still ongoing.
future.
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Where verb-suffix 71 is not used

The following verbs cannot be “completed”, so there is no 1. But their situation can change, so 7 ; is still

possible.

Habitual activity - If it's a habit, how could you complete it?

Watch for words like usually, rarely, every Christmas, every Sunday, each day: & & changchang, &X méitian, S{EZE7

X méi ge xingqitian.

TR TR NG =FRII0E > B g —#4f 1
FARTEE R e =FA0fiitE, PRAE e —# 1

W0 yigian méitian hé san béi kaféi, xianzai zhi hé yi
béi le.

| used to drink three cups of coffee a day, but now |
only drink one.

REFEFERNFEA L SHEAR T
KREFEFGNPEIINFEP, SFERET

W6 qunian méi ge xinggiliu xué Zhéngweén, jinnian
bu xué le.

| studied Chinese every Saturday last year, but not
this year.

YOUR TURN - | used to eat a whole cake every birthday, but | don't anymore.

Dispositional verbs - You cannot complete a feeling

Words like feel, think, believe, love, like, hate, guess: 1% juéde, 28 xiang, 815 xiangxin, & ai, ¥ xithuan, 51 tioyan,

¥ cai.

HEERERE > BEART
WREWGRE, WEFLRT
W0 zaoshang juéde hén lei, xianzai bu léi le.

| was tired this morning, but I'm OK now.

@

YOUR TURN - | loved you, but | don't love you anymore.

fth AR S > BENME T
b ARTARE#, IENME T
Ta yigian xiangxin shén, xianzai bu xin le.

He used to believe in God, but now he doesn't.

Special verbs - 1E zai, # xing, & shi, £ you

PAEAART
W0 zai Ribén le.
I am in Japan now.

I wasn't in Japan before. To talk about the past, say FLAA]
TEHZS wo yigian zai Ribén.

Tiffany Huang + www.tiffanysmandarin.com

BEEM T
eI T
W0 shi [aosht le.

| am a teacher now.

| wasn't a teacher before. To talk about the past, say FLAF]
EEM wo yigian shi laoshi.
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ANOTE ON &

BT youle does exist, but it means “to come to have, to get”, usually followed by more information: A 7 5 AH &
LU RisE T (Ta youle nanpéngydu yihou jiti bian le. After she got a boyfriend, she changed.). On its own, a short
sentence like 3% 7 %I sounds unnatural.

YOUR TURN - | married Mr. Zhang, so now my last name is Zhang.

What's the difference?
1. ’REM | have a dog. (A fact, present.)
W0 you gou
2. ETH Unnatural on its own. (See the note on & above.)

W0 ydule gou
3. T AIE M | had a dog. (The time word shows it was in the past.)
W3 yigian you gou

4. REMT I have a dog now. (I didn't have one before.)

WG you gou le

Direct and indirect speech - # shuo, il wen, % huida

English uses “said”, “asked” and “answered”. In Mandarin we don't need to mark these verbs as completed: if you are
quoting someone, the words have obviously already been said.

MM : TRIZERIZ A 2 ) A @ Tz WHMIZE R A > e T

Tel IR, s T
Fiafh: “ORIZIREGE? 7 i “iz2 7”7 W6 wen ta cht fan méiyodu, ta shuo chile.
W& wen ta: “Ni chi fan méiydu?” Ta shuo: “Chile.” I'asked him if he had eaten. He said yes.

| asked him, “Have you eaten?” He said, “Yes!”

YOUR TURN - | asked him, “Have you asked your friend?”

Verbal expressions in series

YOUR TURN - He answered, “I haven't asked yet.”

What if a whole string of actions happened in the past? You have two choices: put a time word in to show it was in the
past, or add one 1 after the last verb.

Tiffany Huang + www.tiffanysmandarin.com 10/15
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WEREREGILBERIAK FEBILE Fr HRIAK
Zuétian wo qu Taibéi kan wd de péngydu. W0 qu Taibéi kanle wo de péngydu.

| went to Taipei to see my friend yesterday. | went to Taipei to see my friend.

@

YOUR TURN - We went to China and had a meeting there last week.

Direction verbs - K 1ai, % qu, # dao, [l hui, #fB likai ...

These verbs are very tricky.

1. Arriving somewhere - sentence particle T 2. It's a new situation. We don't use verb-suffix 7 here because,
as long as you are still at the place you just arrived at, the action doesn't count as “completed”. It's like installing
new software: even when the progress bar reaches 100%, the installation isn't finished until you click “Finish” and
close the window.

2. Arriving, then doing something there . 7. after the direction verb. When you stress that you arrived at a
place and then did something there, put 1 right after the direction verb.

A RN T

W6 hui jia le. WENFERR T
I'm home now. W0 dao xuéxiao le.

I've arrived at school. (I'm at school now.)

B 7 E4Z - wibdsa EER T B2 7 AFEILIR - A RBARFRAAAE

WEN TR, WG EIRT BEN 7 AFI UG, ARBRFEAAE

W3 daole xuéxiao, jiu kaishi shangke le. W daole gongsT yihou, cai faxian dajia dou ba zai.
As soon as | got to school, class started. After | got to the office, | realized no one was there.
x SOUNDS UNFINISHED v BETTER

FETPAR TEERT o | RETER > W[ZREE
W6 qule xuéxiao. i o

W0 qu xuéxiao le. / WO qule xuéxiao, késhi méi
kandao ta.

On its own, verb-suffix T here makes listeners wait for the rest of the sentence. Use T », or add what happened next.

®

YOUR TURN - I'm here! In the café. Where are you?

YOUR TURN - | got there, but | couldn't find you, so | left.

®

Tiffany Huang + www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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Negatives and questions with t

If an action didn't happen, nothing was completed, so T disappears. Use 7Z(&) méi(ydu) + V instead.

S+&(R)+V+(0)

838 hai méi +V + (IE ne)

TIWERZIZF A&
FHER KN &

W9 zudtian méi chi zaocan.

| didn't eat breakfast yesterday.

Asking whether something has happened

{72 72 2K Mg
it 75 ke
Ta hai méi lai ne.

He hasn't come yet.

V+(0)+TEE?

V+(0)+THE?

V+i8V?

RESE TS ?
TRSEEE 1 I?
Ni mai piao le ma?

Have you bought the tickets?

BT
LT
Mai le.

Yes, | have. (Answer: verb + 1)

YOUR TURN - | didn't go to class yesterday.

RESETRA? MRERER?
REE TIRA? REISRE?
NI mai piao le méiydu? / NI mai méi mai piao?

Have you bought the tickets (or not)?

BIZEE ©
TR SENE,
Hai méi mai ne.

Not yet. (Answer: #£78 + verb, no T)

YOUR TURN - “Have you finished your homework?” “Not yet.”

®

PART 08

Common mistakes

x WRONG
> N

v RIGHT
WHERIZIZ A& -

WO zudtian méi cht zaocan.

72 méi already tells us the action didn't happen. Nothing was completed, so there is no 7.

Tiffany Huang + www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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X WRONG v RIGHT

BT ERR NG = ARG -

W0 yigian méitian hé san béi kaféi.

i

A habit can't be completed. X méitian shows it's a habit, so no 7.

x WRONG v RIGHT
: (Eiiirs PR ERIGRA -

W0 zaoshang juéde hén léi.

Feelings (815 juéde, E#X xihuan, & ai ...) can't be completed, so no 7.

x WRONG v RIGHT
FoBTE - HLATRER o/ PORER T °

W0 yigian shi laoshrt. / W6 shi [aosht le.

= shi, 7£ zai and ¥ xing never take 7 1. Use a time word for the past, or 7, for a new situation.

x WRONG v RIGHT

PAEFHASHF—~ IAEHAAE T54F -

W6 zai Ribén zhule wi nian.

1 zai can't take T 1. To say how long you stayed somewhere, use 7E + place + {¥ zhtu + 7 + time.

x WRONG v RIGHT
R B E 5 T o

Mingtian jiu yao kaoshi le.

With a specific time word, use FLZE jilyao, not RE kuaiyao.

Tiffany Huang + www.tiffanysmandarin.com 13/15
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Position
Ta Right after the verb
T- End of the sentence
Ts KNIFE/B ... T

Meaning

The action is completed (past
or future)

A new situation / a change

Too much, extremely

Example

g 7 AHIK o

WG héle wi béi shur.

HPUHE T o

Dongxi dou gui le.

SREGET |

Jintian ré sile!

T1+72 After the verb and at Progress so far, up to now M ELKIE TR T
the end Ta yijing héle liang beéi jiti le.
No T Habits, feelings, /£  Nothing that can be i E o
/4%, 38 +V, quoting “completed” W6 méi qul.
verbs
PART 10
Answers
1 HRIE T 8 WEBELLEANIZA T
W6 xile z&o. RESECE AT
. - W0 baba yijing bu chi rou le.
2 WE T =AFE
WET=AH 9 RELERAIRFRH 1

W0 kanle san bén sha.

3 WK LR T =/ NRRIE
TAORELEFRT =A/NHH

W3 jintian z&oshang kanle san ge xiaoshi de sha.
4 WEHHHXT

JRY AT

WG hui shud Zhongwén le.

5 FRIE T

W0 dong le.

6 P RE E DR T
W39 kuai / kuaiyao / yao / jiuyao xizao le.
7 PRE B N T

Kuai / kuaiyao / yao / jiyao xia yu le.

Tiffany Huang + www.tiffanysmandarin.com

HELA N T

W0 yijing méiydu shijian le.

10 FIFHFHET |

AT T

Bié yong shduji le!

11 BEAKET

XK T !

Zhége tai gui le!

!

12 FTRELE T =HERE T
RESE T =1 ERET

W0 yijing kaole san ge dangao le.

13 WA TR AR T
& TN T
Ta yijing paole liang gongli le.
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14 WEKLTIET + E/N R T
WELTIET+AVNET

Ta yijing gongzuodle shi‘er ge xidoshi le.

15 FRAYFHEASHE T B/ NRF (1 E) T
KA B T\ NI (RY3) T

W0 de mao yijing shuile ba ge xiaoshi (de jiao) le.

16 FLATEFEAE HEGIZ—EERE - BIERIZT
KT FEA HE 22— N ERE, MEARIZT

W0 yigian méi nian shéngri dou hui chi yi ge dangao, xianzai
bu chr le.

17 FRULAGTEAR > Al ZBIEARE T

HUARITZIR, FI@MERRZT

W0 yigian ai ni, késhi xianzai bu ai le.

18 FRIRIRICAELEE 17 0 FrDAREIRER T
WERIKICAELE T, FrDAEREK T

W0 gén Zhang xiansheng jiéhdn le, sudyi xianzai wo xing
Zhang le.

19 FRREML @ TORRVRAAR THE 2 J

Pt “PRIEVRAEA TIE? °

W0 wen ta: “Ni wen ni péngydu le ma?”

©2022 OneDotDot Chinese. All Rights Reserved.

20 A @ TFRIER ©
flm%s: “ign,”

Ta huida: “Hai méi wen.”

21 M A2 AP EFEE
B ENEEREFS

Women shang ge xingqi qu Zhongguo kaihui.
Also OK: FM LEZHAEFERE T —EE -

22 FREMIGERE T > FRAEMERE 2

FENMHEE T, YREEMEE?

W6 dao kaféidian le, ni zai nali?

23 FREN TUNBERE > 2B FNR > FrUEERE T

TR TR, FIRRERIR, FrCAEA T

W0 daole kaféidian, késhi méi kandao ni, sudyi jiu likai le.

24 TWWER®RE Bk

FWERKE FIR

W0 zudtian méi qu shangke.

25 MRESFEUIERTHE 7 ) TBIR(HZE)E ° |
“REAETIE? 7 (55808, ”

“NI xiéwan gongke le ma?” “Hai méi (xiéwén) ne.”

WANT MORE PRACTICE WITH T?
You're welcome to visit the Practice section on my website for more exercises:

www.tiffanysmandarin.com

Thanks for studying with OneDotDot Chinese - Written by Tiffany Huang - www.tiffanysmandarin.com
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