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Here comes the tricky part. Does action complete means past tense?
The answer is NO! For example, "l didn't do it." which is past tense; however, the action has not

finished, right? So please do not consider | ; as past tense.

oz T 8/ iz T TR
Ta chile fan.

He had a meal. (It emphasizes that the action ‘eat’ has been finished.)

e 18 /FE T
W shuile jiao.

| slept. (It also emphasizes the status that | am awake now. The sleeping is finished.)

/ Your turn: (1) (I took a shower.)

Ve RIZ T /I ask/ M ERIZ T PIBETR
Ta zudtian chile lidng wan fan.

He ate two bowls of rice.

e T MK/ BNE T HK
W& héle wi béi shul.

| drank 5 glasses of water.
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/ Your turn: (2) (I read three books.)

fHERME BB 1 W (B R A/ ERTE T Rk ay Al

Ta zudtian wanshang kanle liang ge zhongtdu de dianshi.

He watched 2 hours of TV last night.

ftlr PRALSS BR A AT T E A/ Rt B S T4
Ta gén ta nanpéngyou jiawangle ginian.

He was in a relationship with his boyfriend for seven years.

/ Your turn: (3)

(I spent 3 hours reading a book this morning.)

T 2 (Sentence particle T)

It indicates a new situation happened (it wasn’t like this, but “now” is)

iz T /R T
Ta chi fanle.
He had a meal.

(It emphasizes the situation has changed. He hasn’t had a meal before, but he had one now.)

T TFRIRRE - B T/ 2 nAARREE - BEE T
Wang xianshéng wu nian qgidn hén pang, xianzai shoule.
Mr. Wang was fat 5 years ago but now is thinner.

(“thin” is the new state that changed. He wasn’t thin but now is thin.)



©2022 OneDotDot Chinese. All Rights Reserved.
www.tiffanysmandarin.com

BN E T IFHXIANE T
Xué zhongwén de rén duodle
More people are learning Mandarin now.

(There are not many people learning Mandarin before, but now the statement changed.)

HPHHENE T /ARPEH DT T
Dongxi dod guile./ Dongxi dod guile.
Things are getting expensive now

(It wasn’t expensive before)

/ Your turn: (4) (I can speak Chinese now!)
/ Your turn: (5) (I got it. I didn’t understand it before)
HyAE HERE] T

Ta de shéngri kuai daole.

His birthday is coming soon.

RPERT
Tian kuai héi le.

It’s almost getting dark.

fth SRR T /At B T T
Ta yao shuijiaole.

He is going to sleep soon.
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/ Your turn: (6) (I am going to take a bath soon.)

/ Your turn: (7) (It’s going to rain soon.)

SRR T /MELE A RIR T
Ta yijing bu ai nile

He doesn't love you anymore.

HELEAZFL T [HRELEAFFLT
W4 yijing bu xué zhongwénle

| don’t learn Chinese anymore.
y

WL T /RS2 T
W0 yijing méi gianle

| don’t have money anymore.

/ Your turn: (8)

(My father doesn’t eat meat anymore.)

/ Your turn: (9)

(I don’t have time anymore.)

BIRT
Bié kale!

Don’t cry!
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e 7!
Bié héle.

Stop drinking!

/Your turn: (10) (Stop using your cellphone.)

Let’s Compare These Two T

TFR T Xia yule
VS
N TTFR Xiale yu

T 2 (New situation) 31 (action complete)
1 ! !
T 3 Xid yde T 3 @ Xidle yu

[
it wasn't raining, but it's raining now it rained
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FARIZER/FATZ R WO bu chifan
VS
BANZER T /ERAIZIR T WO bu chifanle

No 31 3 2 (new situation)
Cause there's no action be completed L
% 7 o5, 3R Wo bai chiean ¥ A~ o7, B 3 Wo bu chifanle

i won't eat anymore!
i won't eat! (it's my decision)

(i was plannig to eat, but now i chang my mind.)

7
/

& \‘ \u.
C¥) (* »

N
(A

—

URIZ T 8RE/URIZ T TRIZ N chile fan ma
VS
TRIZER 75 //RIZ 1R 71 Ni chifanle ma

31 (action complete) 3 2 (New situaiton)
Aoz, 3 8rvE ? i chie fAn ma? noz, B 3 9% ? Ni chifdnle ma?
Have you finished eating ? Have you eaten ?

a . i i i d
(Have you complete the action of eahr\g? ) (You are checking the situation has been changed or not)
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O Chinese people usually won’t use {/RIZ T 8 /VRIZ T 1R1E to adults, as it considers a little

bit rude. If you are talking to adults, you should say {RIZ5ZER T IE/{RIZ 52 1R T 15,

T 3 (Set structure T ): To express excessiveness

FRAERMET
Wang xianshéng tai pangle!

Mr. Wang is too fat!

SREGE T[S RIASE T
Jintian re sile!l

Today is too hot!

WHE RS T /HREN R T
W& zhén de [&i jile!

| am really burned out.

/Your turn: (11) (This is too expensive!)

T 1+7T 2:Progress up the present

AR T 2 ST A AR S W 2 T
Ta yijing héle liang béi jitle.

He has drunk two glasses of wine already.

5T 500 (HFEF T /HRE LS T 500 PNHEFT
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W0 yijing xiéle 500 ge Zhonggudzile.

| have written 500 Chinese characters.

/Your turn: (12) (I have already baked 3 cakes.)

/Your turn: (13) (She has already run 2km.)

MELE T W EETEAVE T/ EE TP AERaY A T
Ta yijing kanle liang ge zhongtdu de dianshile.

He has watched TV for 2 hours already.

BN w7 AE T/ R T RET
Zhe zhi gou, ta yangle wunianle.

He has had this dog for 5 years.

/Your turn: (14) (She has worked 12 hours.)

/Your turn: (15) (My cat has slept 8 hours)

1. B{ETHAS5 4 Wb zhule Ribén 5 nidn. (7 1)
2. FR{FEHA 54T WO zhu Ribén 5 nidnle. (7 2)
3. BUETHA ST WO zhule Ribén 5 nidnle. (7 1+ 2)
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The answer is:

1. llived in Japan for 5 years. (concluded, not ongoing)

5 yr Now

P VS TN

2. | have lived in Japan for 5 years. (no idea about the future)

5 YT how

R 4

3. I have been living in Japan for 3 years. (mostly likely ongoing)

& Y7 now /»

5

Where verb-suffix ‘J le is not used

The following verbs are impossible to be completed, sono | 1.

However, their statements could be changed; therefore, | 2 is possible.

Habitual activity:

If it is a habit, how could you complete it?

Words like, usually, rarely, every Christmas, every Sunday, each day, etc.
B LARTERR S =Rk - BRAE e —Fr T

He AR g =ik - IAE R —FF 1

W0 yigidn méitian hé san béi kaféi, xianzai zhi hé yibéile.

| used to drink 3 cups of coffee every day, but now | drink 1 only.

X BLAFTEERIE T = AR - 334E HIE—FF T (you cannotadd T 1 here)
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WEFEEEHNEF L STEARET
WEFEGPBEIAFF L SEARFET
W0 qunidan méi ge xingqiliu xué Zhongweén, jinnian bu xuéle.

| studied Chinese every Saturday last year, but not this year.

/Your turn: (16)

(I used to finish one cake every birthday, but | don’t eat anymore.)

Dispositional verb:

You cannot complete the feelings

Words like, feel, think, belief, love, like, hate, guess, etc.
WEEBGMRE  HEART

HFREWRERE - WEART

W0 zaoshang juédé hén lei, xianzai bu leile.

| was tired this morning, but | am ok now.

XHWEEFEETIRE  HWAEARET © (youcannotadd T 1 here)

AR E M - BAERNE T
M LARIAHE M - IAEARE T
Ta yigidn xiangxin shén, xianzai buxinle.

He used to believe in God, but now he doesn't.

/Your turn: (17)

(I loved you, but | don’t love you anymore.)

Special verb:
1F zai ~ % xing ~ 2 shi ~ 7 ydu
HAEEAT
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W zai ribénle
I amin Japan now. (I wasn'tin Japan before)

XIAFET HA (youcannotadd T 1 here. If you want to express this happen in the past, you
have to say FeLLEGTE HA)

BT T

ESyseoy/iINg

W shi ldoshile

| am a teacher now. (Il wasn’t a teacher before)

X 2T ZE/FHETZJN (youcannotadd T 1 here. If you want to express this happen in
the past, you have to say F¥ LRI/ E R/ LRI )

/Your turn: (18)

(I married Mr. Zhang, so now my last name is Zhang.)

1.3575 WO ydu gbu

2. 38 177 wd ydule gbu

3. LARTAE Y wo yigian you gdu
4FKFAN T wo ydu gdule

The answer is

1. I have a dog. (Fact, present)

2. Wrong sentence!

3.1 had a dog. (By adding time word to show in the past)

4. | have a dog now. (I don't have a dog before.)
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Words like : £7/7% shud ~ [4/]7] wén ~ [0 huida
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Unlike English using “said”, “asked”, and “answered”. In Chinese Mandarin, we don’t need to

emphasize its statement of completion, since it’s an obvious situation that the sentence must

be completed; otherwise, you can’t quote it.
WM - TRIZEOZHE 7 fhE s TiET e
HRf © IRIZTREE 27 i+ 12T e
W0 wen ta: Ni chifan méiydu?'Ta shuo:'Chile.’

| asked him, “Have you eaten?” He said, “Yes!”

HRIMIZE0LH - etz 1
WIRIMIZIROZ A » ikiiz T
W0 wen ta chifan méiydu, ta shuo chile.

| asked him that has he had eaten. He said yes.

/Your turn: (19)

(I asked him, “have you asked your friend?)

/Your turn: (20)

(He answered, “l haven’t asked yet.”)

What happens if a whole string of actions happened in the past? You have two choices. The first

one is putting the time word to show it was in the past. Another way is adding one | at the last

verb.
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HERIKEBILERIVIHL
Zudtian wo qu tadibéi kan wo de péngydu.

| went to Taipei to see my friend yesterday.

HEGILETIRIL -
W0 qu tdibéi kanle wo de péngydu.
W0 qu taibéi kanle wo de péngyou.

| went to Taipei to see my friend.

/Your turn: (21)

(We went to China and had a meeting there last week.)

These kinds of verbs are very tricky.

1. When someone arrived somewhere, you need to use the sentence particle T (It’s a new
situation) The reason we don’t use verb-suffix  is we have a different definition of the
action completed. We consider that if you are still in that place where you just arrived, then
you are not counting as an action completed. It’s like when you install new software on your
computer. Even though the install process has run to 100%, if you didn’t click the finished
bottom and leave the install window, then you are not counting as completed the install
process.

2. However, if you are emphasizing that after you arrived at A place and then you do an action

there, you need to put | after direction verbs.



FEIZZ T WO hui jiale.
(Iam home now) | am home
IEIEAL T [IREIFHT
w0 dao xuéxiaole.

(I'arrived at school) I'm at school.

HE TEHL > BibAtE LR T
HEN TR HEERT

wo daole xuéxiao, jiu kaishi shangkele.
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(I'arrived at school, and then start to have lessons) I’'m at school.

AT A ENR SRR FHAE
PR T A EEEHREZHAE

wo ldile gongst hou faxian dajia dou buzai.

(After | arrived company, | realize there was no one there.) I'm at the company.

X FETERS WO qule xuéxiao

If you use verb-suffix |, we may consider that you haven’t finished your sentence yet.

/Your turn: (22)

(Iam here! In the cafe, where are you?)

/Your turn: (23)

(I was there, but | can’t find you. So | left)



10.

11.

12.

13.

©2022 OneDotDot Chinese. All Rights Reserved.

B 1%

W0 xile zdo.

WE T =AF/WE T =4FF

W0 kanle san bén sha.

WSKRFEE T =/NSNE/SKE LE T =/ Ny
W0 jintian zaoshang kanle san xidoshi de sha.

PG T SLT R SCT

W0 hui shuo zhongweénle.

Hefd 1
W6 dongle.
B DR/TRE/ /B DR

W0 kuai/kuaiyao/yao/jiu yao xizaole.

DY TREE/ R T T
Kuai/kuaiyao/yao/jili yao xia yule.
KEBCEAIZA T/ HREEELAIZA T
W baba yijing bu chi roule.

WO T /R CLZANE T

W0 yijing méiyou shijianle.

BT T VA HFAL T

Bié yong shouijile!

EERE TP T!

Zhege tai guile!
WERE T =HERE T/ RELIE T =1ERT
W0 yijing kaole san ge dangaole

MEE T 2 AR T /MBS T 2 AT
Ta yijing paole 2 gonglile.
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14. WS T 12 /NFRY TAF T
WELS T 12 /NS TAE T
Ta yijing zuodle 12 xidoshi de gongzuole.
15. FRHVSHEAEHE T/ UINRFEYE) T
HHPH T LEHE T/ (HY5E) T

W0 de mao yijing shuile ba xidoshi (de jiao) le

16. K LARTEFAE HE Gz —[EERE - FEZ T
WA RIEELE HE I — N ER - BUHEAIZ T
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W0 yigian méinian shéngri douhui chi yige dangao, xianzai bu chile.

17. FKPAFIENR > \ERAEAE T
WLIRTEIR > AEBAEANE T
W yigidn ai ni, késhi xianzai bu aile.

18. FERIRICAEGE 7 > FrLBRAERIER T -
HERFRIC LS T - Fr AR T -

W0 gén zhang xianshéng jiéhlnle, sudyi xianzai wo xing zhangle.

19. Feffl : T AREIRATA THE?
el = T OREIRITA T2

W06 wen ta:'Ni wen ni péngydule ma?'

20. fi[EE : TEDQME e MUEE TR

Ta huida: Hai méi wen.

21, A AR P EIRE /A EE AT EH A
Women shang zhou qu zhonggud kaihui.

22. BENMYERS T > {RAEWR?
W0 dao kafei dianle, ni zai na?

23. BE TR ERIR - BTLATEERE T
HE TR B ER - FTLARETT T -

W daole kaféi dian méi kan dao ni, sudyi wo likaile.



